SEPTEMBER 1959
September is the time for renewing many activities-school, Association meetings, plans for institutes and workshops, even social activities. We are particularly interested in those activities which are concerned with education.
One of the stated purposes of AAIN is "to stimulate interest in and provide a forum for the discussion of problems in the field of industrial nursing." Among other things, this means helping the nurse already employed in industry to increase her knowledge of industrial health services, thus improving her services to the company for which she works. Its meaning also includes advocating the integration of industrial nursing into the basic curriculum. and the development of special courses in industrial nursing for graduate nurses.
Ever since the American Association of Industrial Nurses was organized, the need for continued education of the nurse in industry has been stressed. In the beginning, it could not be formal education in most cases because there were few-if anycourses available in industrial health, and most industrial nurses could not afford to take the time off to go to school again in the one or two areas where regular courses were available.
Recognizing the need for more information and the difficulty in getting it, AAIN set out to see what could be done to remedy the situation. We suggested that local and state associations plan their regular meetings on an educational basis. In reading the annual reports submitted by presidents of these associations, we are constantly amazed at the imagination evidenced in programming; yet practically every session is of educational value to the members.
More and more institutes, workshops and symposia are being developed on the local level. Wherever possible, the associations enlist the cooperation of one of the local universities in presenting these forums. They have been universally successful.
The primary purpose of the AAIN Journal is educational. For many nurses working alone and/or in isolated areas, it is an invaluable source of information. For all of us it is a means of increasing our knowledge and has become a most necessary addition to our libraries.
AAIN is active on a national level, providing tools for the improvement of industrial health services through education. The Committee on Education prepared an outline of talks to be given to student and lay groups on "The Professional Nurse in Industry". The outline has proved most helpful to our members when preparing such papers; the papers themselves are also educational. In 1957, a joint committee of AAIN and NLN prepared a "Guide for Evaluating and Teaching Occupational Health Nursing Concepts." The Guide is being used by many nursing educators in integrating industrial nursing into the curriculum.
These are but a few of the educational projects initiated by AAIN.
Others are now under study and will be made available as soon as they are completed. The promotion of education in the field of industrial nursing will continue to be a primary purpose of AAIN. • 34 American Association of Industrial Nurses Jrl1J.rnal
